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Over the past five years Fiona Cariss has helped create an

innovative, accessible and diverse volunteer programme at the

Whitworth Gallery in Manchester. Not only providing

opportunities for a broad range of people to find their place at

the gallery but becoming the welcoming, caring heart of the

Learning and Engagement team.

 

Fiona’s innovative approach has led to her working with the

Together Trust, a charity providing special education, residential

services, family support and community services. Through their

collaboration, The Whitworth provide opportunities for young

people with Autism to volunteer in the Collections Centre or

online collections.

 

Fiona has also developed placements with the Growth

Company, who help vulnerable people get their lives back on

track.

Opportunities created through this

partnership include their first placement in

the shop and continued support from one

individual who lives with Asperger’s who

has been involved across numerous roles.

 

In July 2018 Fiona recruited 65 volunteers

for The Whitworth’s summer programme,

including the launch of a successful

Family Volunteering opportunity for

people to volunteer alongside their

children, nieces, nephews and

grandchildren. As a result, they had their

first baby and teenager volunteers getting

involved engaging their peers, younger

and older children in engaging in

activities through play.

Ed Watts, Head of Learning and Engagement,

The Whitworth

Fiona goes above and beyond for

each and every volunteer. She is

always there to help, listen and

support in whatever way needed.


