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This resulted in the creation of birdboxes and feeders, painting the
community allotment and public benches,
completing a tidy day, creating a
permanent piece of art for Worsbrough Mill
and running a Christmas fundraiser on our
behalf.

As we have progressed the volunteers have
gained more confidence, a sense of
achievement at contributing and
understanding what it means to be a
volunteer. By the end we saw responses
like, ‘it makes me feel happy and I make
new friends’ and 'it made me feel confident'
to the question 'why did you want to
volunteer?

This group has in turn given us a positive
learning curve, shaping our work around
accessible opportunities and our
understanding of how accessible our site is.
Finally, the group won the Volunteer Team
of the Year in the 2020 Museum and
Heritage Awards, testament to their
incredible work and we look forward to
welcoming them back to the site.
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BY BEN MARSH, VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR, BARNSLEY MUSEUMS
Originally coming from a Youth Social Action Fund bid to engage young
people who face barriers or challenges to volunteering, Worsbrough Youth
Action group have become an essential part of the volunteer offer for
Barnsley Museums.

Finding an appropriate partner to help deliver the project has been
key, they helped us reconsider our approach, focusing who we meant by
young people facing barriers. This partner was Qdos Creates, a community
arts charity who support SEND young people, all of whom face barriers
through health and or learning difficulties to gain access to volunteering
opportunities. Qdos had well established relationships with local groups
such as Opening Doors and were able to reach out to them and put the
idea to them.

We created sessions that supported the country park at Worsbrough Mill and
enabled young people to give back and connect to that environment, while
also learning new skills.

